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The name April is a 
Latin baby name. In 
Latin the meaning 
of  the name April 

is: Open. The 
month of  April 

symbolizes spring. 

The Holy Grail 

 We go all over the 

world looking for love, 

searching in this place or 

that place, in this person 

or in that person.  

We look everywhere for 

it except within our own 

hearts and minds.  

When you realize that 

you are the Source of 

this ever-elusive love 

you are seeking, you 

have the most important 

piece of knowledge. 

It will save you many 

useless journeys and 

keep you from going 

down thousands of roads 

that lead only to cul de 

sacs, aborted promises 

and shortcuts that never 

materialize. 

     In the working world we 
say “I got the job.” That’s all 

well and dandy, but you must 

be capable of “doing the 

job,” if you’re going to be 

successful in keeping the job. 

In the recovery world, we 

say, “I got sober.” That too, 

is well and dandy, but you 

must be able to “do 

sobriety,” if you’re going to 

be successful in keeping that 

sobriety. 

     The huge difference is, 

you can always get another 
job, but in recovery, one 

never knows if the last slip 

was your last chance. Like 

the cat with 9 lives, we never 

know just how many 

recoveries we have. I hear it 

all the time when someone 

dies as a direct result of 
alcoholism, “They tried so 

hard, but they couldn’t stay 

sober.”  

     Now comes the results of 

actually working the 

program. Work is not just 

giving “lip service,” or trying 
just enough to keep a 

sponsor off your back. When 

we “work the program to the 

best of our ability or beyond 

our abilities, in most cases 

we understand the phrase out 
of the 12 & 12, “I had to 

admit that A.A. showed 

results, prodigious results.” 

     Prodigious synonyms: 

enormous, huge, colossal, 

immense, vast, great, 

massive, gigantic, mammoth, 

tremendous, inordinate, 
monumental. 

     The Big Book also states, 

“When I stopped living in 

the problem and began living 

in the answer, the problem 

went away.” 

     The hard work comes 

with the forgiveness of 

others which leads to 

forgiveness of ourselves and 

that’s the goal. We want to 

remove all guilt and shame, 

especially in those deep dark 

places.  
     It’s all possible with the 

guidance of a good sponsor 

and working the 12 steps of 

the program. 

In Mark 11:25 - And 

whenever you stand praying, 

forgive, if you have anything 

against anyone, so that your 
Father also who is in heaven 

may forgive you your 

trespasses.” 

God forgives everything so 

why can’t I, especially when 

it’s me who will reap the 

rewards of being - 

Happy, Joyous,  

and Free. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE DESK. Volunteering helps the club and it feels good. You 

have a key and open or close at the end of the day. Some day shifts are 4 hours and some evening shifts 

are only 2. It’s not a hard job. Sell soda’s, medallions and books, and make coffee for the groups. Talk 

with  John  H. to get signed up. 

Remember AA As A Team 
Reprinted from September Akron IGNews 1966 — by ED B,  Editor Emeritus  

     I think that any game of sport, such as football, 

basketball or baseball provides a real test of 

character. It reveals how some people will respond to 

winning or losing. Some players act differently to 

success and failure. Some players on the winning 

team become offensive in their boast and take all the 

credit for the victory themselves and overlook all the 

contributions that the other members of the team 

made.  

     This also applies to some members of AA, who 

are winning their battle with the bottle through the 

help of the AA team. But, after they get their job and 

wife back and a few   dollars in their pocket, they 

take credit for themselves for their success and leave 

the team. They have no more use for the teammates 

who helped them reach the AA home plate and 

scored the run that brought them victory over the 

bottle.  

     No member, however excellent his abilities and 

industrious are his habits, or how long he has been a 

member of the team, is entitles to forget that behind 

his success are the contributions of many others. 

Some of the most active men on the AA team are 

humble men who have contributed much and have 

done outstanding work and they have never claimed 

any credit for themselves.  

     We are all players on some team. We are either 

building a life or tearing it down, depending on the 

team we choose to play with. We in AA are playing 

for high stakes and it requires teamwork to keep the 

team at the top of the league. So, in order to be a 

member of the team and play a good game, we must 

know something about the game. The best, and usu-

ally the only way to learn about playing the game is 

by attending the meetings & practicing the principles 

in all of our affairs.  

     Of course, we cannot always be winners. There is 

also losing which exposes man’s character. There are 

men on the AA team who cannot accept failure or 

defeat. They expect a hit every time they come to bat, 

and when they fail to get a hit or when they strike out, 

they take it out on the team, their family and on their 

friends. Some even leave the team and become 

spectators and keep score of the errors that the 

players are making so that they can rationalize their 

own mistakes. They quit the team because they have 

never learned that the real value of playing the game 

is more important than getting a hit every time we 

come to bat. The joy of the game is what actually 

counts, and it is of but secondary importance whether 

we get a hit. The player on the AA team can only be a 

true sport who loves the game for itself, and who can 

honestly say I am proud to be a member of the team -

- whether they win or lose.  

     Every member of AA should attend his group 

meeting regularly and practice so that he can play the 

game according to the principles. But we should 

remember that the value of the game is not in the 

accumulation of hits and runs, most of which will be 

forgotten by others when the game is over.  

     No game is lost if the player finds joy in the game, 

and no life is a failure if he can honestly say, “Dear 

God, in this battle that is going on through life, give 

me the courage to strive and to dare. And, if I should 

win, let it be by the code with my faith and honor 

held high. But, if I should lose, let me stand by the 

road and cheer the winners as they go by.”  

"I'd rather go through life sober believing I'm an alcoholic,  

than go through life drunk, trying to prove I'm not."  
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The Importance Of Having A Higher Power  

— by Moe A. Akron 
Intergroup 

     For me, it is 
beyond vital to have 
and utilize a Higher 
Power whom I call 
“God Almighty”. I 
freely have had a 
relationship with Him 
since I was twelve 
years old. 
Throughout the 
years, some things 
took place in my life 
which caused 
spiritual prejudices to 
come about.   

     One of the main things was my grandmother 
died from lung cancer. She was my best friend, 
my whole world, and for about two weeks I 
watched her wither away and get closer and 
closer to death. I never thought I would lose her 
so early in my life. That happening caused me to 
no longer let God be in control. I took my will back 
full throttle and my life went downhill.   

     You see, God never leaves us. We are the 
ones who forsake Him. I am truly grateful for the 
AA program which is the Twelve Steps, because 
of them, I am much closer with God than ever 
before. It blows my mind how so many recoil when 
God is brought up. In “How It Works” it states that 
no human power could relieve our alcoholism and 
that God could and would if He were sought.   

     So many claim to want to be free from 
alcoholism, yet act as though it is not a problem. 
AA’s big difference is it is a spiritual program, not 
religious. The Big Book’s purpose is not to teach 
us how to drink like so called normal people. Its 
main purpose is to help others find a power 
greater than themselves. I love the original 
manuscript of “How It Works”. It is so straight 
forward but words were switched pretty much to 
sugar coat things.   

     AA is a God given, spiritual Program for a 
reason. Faith without works is dead. By going 
through the Twelve Steps and being honest and 
thorough, as a result God will take away your 
mental obsession and/or desire to drink and you 

will recover from a hopeless state of mind and 
body. After my Fifth Step and the meditation for 
one hour to reflect and ask Him to remove my 
shortcomings (the Seventh Step prayer) I realized 
He did       exactly that, “my desire to drink was 
lifted. I was a couple months sober when He 
revealed that to me.   

     No door knob or tree trunk or AA sitting in a 
meeting has the power or ability to reveal these 
truths or take away these difficulties. Throughout 
sobriety there will come times when we are faced 
with some things and if you do not have a Higher 
Power to rely on, chances are you are going to go 
back out. I’ve seen it way too many times. When I 
take my will back, my track record clearly shows 
me that I am nothing without having God in my 
life.  

     God doesn’t put me through hard times as a 
form of punishment. He does it to make me 
stronger and only the strong survive. Sobriety is 
not for the faint of heart. No matter what comes 
about, I know I can make it through, as long as I  
pray, keep some faith and believe.   

     If you are new, do not let ignorance block you 
off from having an amazing relationship with a 
Higher Power. You can choose your own 
conception of what you “do believe” and “do not 
believe” about your Higher Power. When you take 
time to reflect on the many times you drove in a 
blackouts yet did not kill yourself or anyone else, 
or the times to you should have been killed or 
seriously hurt, yet walked away without a scratch. 
This  will help you realize these all were miracles 
that no person could have ever done. Going 
through the Steps with a sponsor solves the 
ordeal of defining our Higher Power. “You can’t be 
of God and of this world”        — trying to was the 
reason many of us felt like God had abandoned 
us.   

     If you are new just try to follow some of AA’s 
simple suggestions. We have all done way worse 
things to get drunk and to destroy our lives. We 
now get to do something that’s going have better 
results. I hope this will help at least one person. I 
like it when the service I do helps and I can bless 
my Higher Power. In my recovery  

     I hope I can remain open so He can continue 
to lead me to yet more service work. — Thanks for 
reading.  
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POSITIVE THINKING 
John L, Last Chance Group 

Reprint from Nature Coast Journal, June 2008 

 

     Positive thinking has not been one of my strong 

suites. I would like to share with you a concept I have 

learned over the past 22 years. If you have an open 

mind and a willingness to change your 

life for the better, I think this could 

work for you. 

     This concept is not new but was new 

to me: Think positive all of the time. 

Sound impossible? Well, if you think it 

is, then it is. Change the way you think 

about things, and the things you think 

about will change. Just believe, 

anything is possible in God's world. 

Believing that it can be done is the most 

important key to changing the way you 

think. The fact that it can be done with 

God's help erases all of those negative 

thoughts about anything being 

impossible. 

     Here is the way I look at how our 

universe works. It is a known fact that the world is 

made of pure energy. Things are not as they seem on 

the surface. A rock is really a mass of moving 

electrons, and inside those electrons, at the smallest 

level of physics, there is only pure energy. That 

energy can be positive or negative. A positive charge 

that is more positive than the charge next to it will 

attract that charge. And the same goes with negative. 

How does this relate to my attitudes? As it turns out, I 

am made of the same energy as the rock. That means I 

attract positive things when I am positive and negative 

things when I am negative. Outside of my little world 

there exist, I believe, a series of events floating around 

in empty space. You might call them 

God's Will. It is God’s will that I find 

every light green on my way to the 

grocery store and it is also His will that 

I find every light red. The event that 

comes to me is attracted by the way I’m 

thinking. Remember, when I’m charged 

positively, I attract the positive events. I 

know what I think about grows so I 

think positive most all the time and that 

grows. Have you ever obsessed on a 

negative event and things got better? 

That hasn't happened for me yet. 

     Thinking positive all the time will 

change the circumstances that I find 

myself in. The choice is mine. How do I 

want to think? 

     Try for a month thinking of every experience as a 

positive in some way. Even those negative events in 

life right now can have a positive lesson in them. 

Look to the positive and see what happens. What do 

you have to loose? Think healthy, positive thoughts 

and see what happens. 

Walk-A-Thon Results 
The Walk-A-Thon proved to be an 

event that those in recovery are not 

fond of. The turnout was far less than 

expected, but we did reach our goal of 

getting the Club Recovery name spread 

throughout the County. The walk 

became a catalyst in us join local 

You would never guess that 

this is Janene from the Sober 

Nooner’s. 

Chili Cook-off Report 
Similar to the Walk-A-Thon, the 

attendance at the free Chili Cook-off 

was down from what it’s been in the 

past. A dozen showed to enjoy the 5 

crockpots full of wonderful, hot, 

surprises. I know I ate my fill and 

gave Marisol my vote for the best mild 

chili. Miami Bill’s all meat chili was 

really good for those liking it a bit on 

the hot side. Another success for those  

attending. 

organizations like the Community 

Alliance of Citrus which has over 60 

non-profit members. Some of these 

share our dreams of lowering the  

damage drugs and alcohol is having in 

Citrus County. Despite the low 

turnout, we considered it a success. 
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"A God defined - is a God confined." 
By Michael Z 

     Long before recovery, and even many years into it, I had 
a need to understand who and what God was. I was sure 
that if I was "good" and acted the way I thought God 
wanted me to act, then I could control Him, and ultimately I 
would get what I wanted. I didn't know it then, but what I 
was trying to do was impose my will on God and make it 
seem like it was His will. 
     As you can imagine, this never worked out. The harder I 
tried to control people, places and things, presuming God's 
will was in alignment with mine, the more uncontrollable my 
life became, and the more I began to resent others, myself 
and God. It took many years for me to truly surrender my 
will and my life to God, but once I did I discovered a faith 

that went beyond understanding. 
Today my faith confirms that God's will is infinitely better for me and others than I could ever 

imagine. By constantly affirming, "Thy will, not mine be done," I enjoy the freedom that comes from 
surrendering to the power and love of God. Today God is no longer confined by my need to define 
Him, and as a result I get to be a witness to His miracles as they unfold around me. 



DISCLAIMER: Club Recovery News is a monthly publication of Club Recovery Inc. It is about, by and for members or anyone in recovery from any addiction. Opinions 

expressed herein are not to be attributed to Club Recovery. Publication of an article does not imply endorsement by Club Recovery News. 
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MEETINGS AT CLUB RECOVERY:  MEETINGS AT CLUB RECOVERY:         
SUNDAY:    9:00am—Keep It Simple Group  
                    6:00pm—First Thought Wrong Group—AA—OD 
MONDAY:    6:30am—First Things First—AA—OD 
 12:00pm—Our Primary Purpose—AA—OSD 
   6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA—OD 
   8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA 
TUESDAY:    6:30am—First Things First—AA—BB 
 12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s—AA—OD 
      6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA—OD 
   6:00pm—Woman’s Way 12 Steps—AA—WOMEN 
   8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA—BB 
WEDNESDAY:   6:30am—First Things First—AA—OD 
 12:00pm—Twenty-Four Hours A Day Grp—AA—O  
   6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA—OD 
   8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA 
THURSDAY:    6:30am—First Things First—AA—Step 
 12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s—AA—O 
   6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA  
                         8:00pm—First Thought Wrong, Beginner’s—AA                       
FRIDAY:    6:30am—First Things First—AA—OD 
 12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s—AA—OD 
        6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA—O 
   6:00pm—Spiritual Meeting (Back Meeting Room) 
   8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA—OD  
SATURDAY:  10:00am—Easy Does It—AA  
                          6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA 
                             8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA—OD  

First Thought WrongFirst Thought Wrong  
SPEAKER MEETINGSSPEAKER MEETINGS  

 

       1st Saturday, April 1st at 8:00pm 
                        Renea A & Paula 

      3rd Thursday, January 19th at 8:00pm 
                       To be announced 

"If you haven't been to a meeting 

for a while, come, and add to the 

mix ... we need you. Come for 

yourself, come for the Fellow-

ship, come to celebrate sobriety, 

and come for the alcoholic who 

still suffers." 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

APRIL 
 

Floral City Group    
 Joanie  ................................................. 38 
 Bruce B ............................................... 36 
 Marlene M ........................................... 36 
 Vicky  .................................................   3 

First Thought Wrong Group    
 Don W.................................................   2 
 Timmy T..............................................   1 
 Robert R .............................................   1 

     NEW MEETING? Well, yes and no. The Resentment Group chose to 
move to a new location. The 6:00pm meeting is STILL BEING HELD at 
Club Recovery under a new name, Heading Home Group. The group had 
it’s first business meeting on Saturday evening and elected members to 
serve in the various positions. The Heading Home Group will be looking 
at different formats for some of its meetings, Speaker, Step, Big Book 
and Anniversary Meeting once a month. The NOON on Thursday is now 
under the umbrella of the Sober Nooner’s.  
     When I hear more, I will pass the information along via an email. If 
you are not on our email list to receive this Newsletter (in color) and 
other recovery related information, send your contact information to: 
 

LEVASSEURJOHN@HOTMAIL.COM 


