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A Golden Gift  

at Christmas 
 

When I was with drink, 

Christmas did nothing but stink. 
 

Now that I’m sober, 

my downslide is over. 
 

For many years, 

all my presents were coal. 

Now that I’m sober  

all my gifts are of gold. 
 

In those dark years, 

my family had tears. 

Now that I’m sober, 

there are smiles all over. 
 

It seems back then, 

Santa was not my friend. 
 

I blamed Christmas for my misery, 

when it was me not being free. 
 

In 86 I received God’s gift, 

and today I’m no longer adrift. 
 

It’s those meetings that’s made me whole, 

while filling the hole in my soul. 
 

If I keep giving away His golden gift, 

maybe someone else will get His drift. 
 

If you have been as lucky as me, 

pass it on then watch and see. 
 

Christmas today is the best time of year, 

for I love my life while singing of cheer. 
 

If you’re newly sober,  

go to meetings, get involved  

and your misery will be over. 

 

May you have a sober Christmas 

It's maybe unsettling to learn 

that we need to like ourselves 

more, especially when we've 

often been accused of being 

conceited. 

     Being conceited 

does not mean liking 

oneself; it's really a 

matter of being smug 

and contemptuous in 

our dealing with others. 

This attitude is easily 

recognized by others, and it 

causes them to dislike us. 

     However, if we like 

ourselves in the right way, 

others sense this too, and they 

will be drawn to us. We will 

truly like ourselves more as we 

learn to practice the principles 

of AA. We will like the kind of 

life we are trying to live. We 

will like ourselves for practicing 

fairness and honesty. 

We will also like 

ourselves for letting 

people see us as we are 

and feel comfortable 

doing so. In liking 

ourselves, we feel no need to 

impress or dazzle others. 

     I'll remember today that I 

have a right to be in the world. I 

will do my best to be fair toward 

others, but I will like myself 

regardless of their reactions. 

THINK ABOUT IT! 
 

The A.A. way is the way of sobriety, and yet there 

are slips. Why do these slips occur? Why don't we all 

accept A.A. and stay sober from then on? There are 

many reasons, but it has been proved without 

exception that once we have become alcoholics we 

can never drink successfully again. This has never 

been disproved by any case we know of. Many 

alcoholics have tried drinking after a period of 

sobriety from a few days to a few years and no one 

that we know of has been successful in becoming a 

normal drinker. Could I be the only exception? 
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT CLUB RECOVERY 
By John L, Trustee & Editor 

 
Elections of new board of trustees will be in January. Watch for flyers and sign-up sheet. 

December 3, Sunday at the club, sale of products and great prices to help out club expenses. 
Christmas and New Years Alkathon’s 

"I spent the first thirty years making a mess of the life I was given, the next thirty trying to figure out 

this simple program, and now I can try in the last thirty to loosen up, let life happen, and try to have 

a little fun." 

White Rock, British Columbia, May 2005 

"Life -- It Happens,", No Matter What 

“A.A. = A program of 1,000 surrenders.” 
 

I was taught to never give in and never give up. To surrender was to lose, and I was to avoid it at all costs. As 

such, I led with my ego, and thought that I could bully, cajole, or manipulate my way into getting just about anything 

I wanted. And for the most part it worked – until my alcoholism took over. After years of trying to control my 

drinking, I had reached the bitter end. It was either surrender or die.  

In the program, the first thing I heard about was surrender. It was something I was very resistant to. My sponsor 

told me that if I wanted to recover from my alcoholism, then I would have to surrender my will and my life to a 

Power greater than myself. When I asked him how in the world I was going to do that, he told me he would show me 

by helping me work the Twelve Step program. He also told me that I would find that it was the easier and softer way 

to live. When I asked him what else I had to surrender and how often, he told, me, “Everything, all the time.” 

It has taken me years to see the wisdom in this seemingly impossible statement. But the more I follow it, the better 

my life goes. When getting sober, I turned my drinking, my career, my relationships, etc., over to my Higher Power, 

and they all improved. Today, I find that the answer remains the same – whenever my ego is pushing and I’m feeling 

anxious, depressed or fearful, I ask myself what I need to surrender. As soon as I let go, the situation gets better, and I 

discover the easier and softer way to live again. 

A conversation with God has a way of putting things in perspective. He often helps us change our attitude, find a so-

lution, or see the humor. God shows us what our talents and gifts are and how to put them to use for our success and 

peace of mind. God reminds us that mistakes and failures are okay; He helps us to learn from them and gives us the 

confidence to go on. 

 

  ~ Barbara Cage ~  

“Willingness is the key.” 
By Michael Z 

 

I was one big Gordian knot of self-will when I got to the program. I bristled at your suggestions to attend 

meetings every day, and took offense at many of my sponsor’s directions. I was too good to sweep the floors, and had 

no interest in shaking people’s hands as a greeter. I was going to do the program my way, and when I did, I was drunk 

a short time later.  

When I took Step One again, my sponsor asked me if I was willing to try things the A.A. way. I grudgingly 

admitted that I was. Secretly, however, I didn’t think I could do Step Three – you know, the “God” Step. As I 

vacillated between avoidance and outright resistance, my sponsor asked me if I was willing to believe in a Power 

Greater than myself. I said I was, and that was all it took. As the Big Book says, with the door to faith opened only 

slightly, God would help me open it more and more.  

As I made my way through the Steps, I repeatedly had to call upon the tool of willingness. At Steps Six and 

Seven, there were some character defects I was not going to let go of. Gently, my sponsor listened to my resistance 

then asked me, “Are you at least willing to be willing?” I admitted I was. “Then simply pray for that.” As I prayed, I 

felt the door open just slightly, and as it did, my Higher Power opened it some more. Eventually, I walked through 

those open doors to freedom and to a new life. 
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Club Recovery Coffee Mug 
On Sale  

Only $5.00 

Great stocking stuffer for your sponsor  

or friend. 

See Rick for special orders. 

CLUB RECOVERY 

TRUSTEE ELECTIONS 

Elections are January 20 at Noon 

If you wish to serve in this capacity for a 

minimum of one year, please sign the signup 

sheet which will be posted next to the Duty Desk. 

Signup will only be available until December 31st 

so your name can be added to the ballet. 

Qualifications are flexible, but it’s desired that 

you have been a member for one year, sober for 

18 months and of legal age (18). The committee 

will decide these qualifications on an individual 

basis. 

     8 Trustees and up to 2 alternatives will need 

to be elected. Most present Trustees are willing to 

continue serving in their present capacities, 

however the Membership needs to make this 

decision in January and will only be voting for 

those who have signed up.   

     Trustees will served in specific capacities in 

addition to being on the Board, such as Meeting 

Coordinator, Facility Manager, Membership 

Chair, Newsletter Editor, Webmaster, General 

Store Manager, Activities Chair,  and Offices 

Manager/Volunteer Coordinator. All 

responsibilities enable the Club to serve our 

community. Keep these things in mind as you 

decide to run and serve on the Board, and as you 

choose those willing to serve. Only paid-up 

members will be eligible to vote. 

New Years Alkathon 
Sponsored by First  

Thought Wrong Group 

Meetings start at 10AM 

December 31 and go thru 

10PM New Years Day 

Come eat and celebrate with us 
Please bring something to share if you are able 
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Needing to be Liked 
  

It is not necessary that other people like you. It's nice when they do, but it should not be devas-
tating when they don't. 
 
Self-worth must be established independently of the thoughts and feelings of other people. 
 
Then it is authentic. It is substantial. It is a reservoir of emotional strength that can be drawn on 
in times of emotional need.  
 
From Everyday Wisdom by Paul Ferrini 

T'was the night before Christmas, 

I was drunk as a skunk. 

I could hardly walk 

so I crashed on my bunk. 

Just as I was about to doze off, 

there was a noise in the kitchen 

and a very loud cough. 

 

I jumped from my bed, 

the best that I could, 

and there in the kitchen a huge man stood. 

He was dressed all in red from head to toe, 

had a fry pan in hand and moving real slow. 

 

This is not what I was expecting to see. 

It was Santa at the stove making breakfast for me. 

I know that sounds a little out there, 

I had this feeling that he really did care. 

 

I had no idea what this really meant. 

Christmas Eve, drunk, with this old gent. 

He said with a smile "how's your eggs my son?" 

I replied, "like my life, very well done." 

 

I know I drank too much that night, 

which was a bad decision. 

Looking at what I am seeing, 

is it a dream or a vision? 

 

He asked if I would set the table, 

so I did the best that I was able. 

The plates were on the table 

and so was the meal. 

It looked so good, 

and the smell was unreal. 

We both ate to our hearts content. 

Then he said what all of this meant. 

 

His words were as clear as a bell. 

He said he was from heaven 

and I was heading to hell. 

"If you continued to drink the way you have been. 

Your life will get worse as you continued to sin." 

He said it would not be long, 

until my health failed at the end of the song. 

 

I knew there was only one way I could go, 

and it meant changing the seeds I would sow. 

I have to give up the road I am on. 

I want a new life 

and the old one gone. 

 

I put my head in my hand 

saying, "I do not know if I can. 

Please Santa help me to stop, 

and place the seeds for a new crop. 

 

When I woke the next morn, 

everything was gone. 

My head was clear as a bell 

and it was obvious 

I had missed a brush with hell. 

 

As the booze was swirling down the sink, 

I knew I no longer had to drink. 

 

Was there a Santa making breakfast that night? 

Does it really matter as I gave up the fight. 

 

Christmas this year will be a happy one, 

as I celebrate the birth of His son. 

This God that I left so long ago, 

Has returned with love and helped me to grow. 

 

Thank you God for One Day At A Time. 

And now I am finished with this silly little rhyme. 
 

By John L, Editor 
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First Thought WrongFirst Thought Wrong  
SPEAKER MEETINGSSPEAKER MEETINGS  

 

       1st Saturday, December 2nd at 8:00pm 
                                  

      3rd Thursday, December 21st at 8:00pm 
                                 

Open Hours:  
Mon-Fri 

6:00AM—7:30AM 

10AM-2PM &  

5PM-Closing  

Saturday  
10AM-Noon 

5:00PM –Closing 

Sunday  
Noon-9PM  

 

Send Mail To:  
PO 161 

Hernando, FL 
34441 

 

Officers & Trustees 
 P– Bill A 

 VP-Marisol  C 

 S– John M 

 T– Bob R 

 Sandy H 

 John L 

 Rick C 

 George M 

 John H 
  

Committee’s 
Activities 
MARISOL 

Community Outreach 
MARISOL/JOHN L 

 

Facilities 
BOB R 

 

Offices Manager/

Volunteer Coordinator 

Sandy H 
 

Website 

CLUBRECOVERY.ORG 

MARISOL C 
 

Newsletter 
JOHN L 

SEND NEWS  TO 
news@clubrecovery.com 

 

Meeting Coordinator 

GEORGE 
 

Membership List 

JOHN L 

DISCLAIMER: Club Recovery News is a monthly publication of Club Recovery Inc. It is about, by and for members or anyone in recovery from any addiction. Opinions 

expressed herein are not to be attributed to Club Recovery. Publication of an article does not imply endorsement by Club Recovery News. 

MEETINGS AT CLUB RECOVERY:  MEETINGS AT CLUB RECOVERY:      
     

SUNDAY:    9:00am—Keep It Simple Group  
                    6:00pm—First Thought Wrong Group—AA—OD 
MONDAY:    6:30am—First Things First—AA—OD 
 12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s Our Primary Purpose—AA—OSD 
   6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA—OD 
   8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA 
TUESDAY:    6:30am—First Things First—AA—BB 
 12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s—AA—OD 
      6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA—Living Sober Book Mtg. 
   6:00pm—Woman’s Way 12 Steps—AA—WOMEN 
   8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA—BB 
WEDNESDAY:   6:30am—First Things First—AA—OD 
 12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s Twenty-Four Hours A Day Grp—AA—O  
   6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA—Beginners 
   8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA 
THURSDAY:    6:30am—First Things First—AA—Step 
 12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s—AA—O 
   6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA  
                         8:00pm—First Thought Wrong, Beginner’s—AA                       
FRIDAY:    6:30am—First Things First—AA—OD 
 12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s—AA—OD 
        6:00pm—Heading Home Group—AA—O 
   6:00pm—Spiritual Meeting (Back Meeting Room) 
   8:00pm—NO MEETING 
SATURDAY:    10:00am—Sober Nooner’s Easy Does It—AA  
                          6:00pm—Heading Home Group—Ask It Basket, AA 
                             8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA—OD  

ANNIVERSARIES: 
 
Floral City Group    
 Ernie P ................................................   8 

Rainbow Group 
 Sue R  ................................................. 19 

First Thought Wrong Group 
 Fred B ................................................. 26 
 Sandi H ...............................................   4 
Others 
 Jack B ................................................. 25 
 John W ................................................ 10 
 Mike  .................................................   7 
 Charlie T ............................................. 21 


