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The Meaning of the Green 

and Other Facts about  

St. Patrick's Day 
 

What would St. Patrick's Day be without a 

crock a' gold or perhaps a wee leprechaun 

tugging at that frown on your face? So, with 

the light-heartedness of the season in mind, 

The Celtic Connection once again brings you 

some fun facts about St. Patrick's Day.  
 

As with Groundhog Day, Valentine's Day 

and Easter, St. Patrick's Day owes it deepest 

origins to the coming of spring. Arriving at 

5:09 PDT on March 20, the vernal equinox is 

a date on which the sun's rays illuminate half 

the earth, with neither the North nor South 

Pole angled into the sun.  
 

Ever get confused about four-leaf clovers and 

three-leaf shamrocks? The four-leaf clover, 

which you might find now and then out in 

your lawn, represents the solar-worshipping 

invaders of Ireland, the Celts and their crowd.  
 

The shamrock refers to the importance of 

triplism to Ireland's indigenous tribes as well 

as the triple worship of the Goddess of Ire-

land Ana (also Aine and Dana) in her aspects 

of maid, mother and crone. The symbol was 

eventually written into the legend of St. Pat-

rick to describe the Trinity.  
 

Speaking of St. Patrick, one of the enduring 

yarns of St. Patrick's Day involves the saint 

standing atop the Reek (Croagh Patrick) and 

ringing a bell that banishes the snakes of Ire-

land to the sea in a masterstroke of pest exter-

mination.  
 

However, the land bridge that connected Ire-

land to Europe was swamped by the ocean 

sometime around 5800 BC which undoubt-

edly prevented any ophidian from wiggling 

its way to Ireland in the first place.  
 

But the snake is more than a simple prop to a 

patron saint. A quintessential symbol of fer-

tility and renewal, the snake has long been 

associated with Goddess worship. The tale of 

the "snake" leaving Ireland illustrates a 

Christian longing for the eradication of the 

ancient and benevolent goddess worship that 

once dominated Ireland. Also, as the snake 

was a symbol associated with the Druid 

caste, its departure could also apply to the 

gradual dilution of druidic beliefs into the 

early Christian church.  
 

Green beer, green leprechauns, green hats - 

green everything on St. Patrick's Day. Green 
Continue on Page 3 



Page  2 

 SUPERBOWL PARTYSUPERBOWL PARTY  
     The event was as good or better than last year. If you 

were luck enough to purchase a dinner ticket you know 

exactly what I am talking about. The steak and boneless 

ribs were excellent. The side dishes were plentiful with 

wonderful disserts. Everyone who volunteered to pur-

chase food, plan, advertise, cook, setup and cleanup did 

a wonderful job. 

     Club Recovery is blessed with many active members 

who give unselfishly of themselves to the rest of us.  

     The game was the only disappointment of the eve-

ning.  

Thank you again to all who served. 

John L, Pinellas Park, Fla, November 2006 

From: “How the Universe Works” 

AA Grapevine 

Club Recovery has the Quote of the Day by one of our members. 



Page  3 

BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE STORE 

Big Book (All sizes) 

12 Steps and 12 Traditions 

As Bill Sees It 

Living Sober 

Came to Believe 

Daily Reflections 

AA Comes of Age 

Pass It On 

Experience, Strength and 

Hope 

Dr Bob and the Good Old 

Timers 

The Language of the Heart 

Back to Basics 

(plus others) 

Special orders accepted 

Both Ways... 
 

The word forgiveness came up several times in the last two meetings I attended. I heard people say they had to 

learn to love themselves and forgive themselves before going on in the program. I can say I’m sorry for what I 

have done and ask for forgiveness from others I have offended or hurt, but I can’t forgive myself. I don’t believe I 

have the right or the power to do that. That’s up to my Higher Power. Only he can forgive me and help me turn 

my life around and be a better person. 
 

When I took these thoughts home and told my wife, she said, “Let them do it their way. You do it your way.” That 

makes sense to me. Now I feel better. 
 

—Ernie P., Inverness, Fla (published in March 2014 Grapevine) 

"If you stay in the middle of this program,  

it's hard to fall off the edge." 
By Michael Z 

 

I don't know about you, but I see them. People who come to meetings late, sit near the door, 

smoke outside during the meeting, jet out the door right after the meeting. These people scare 

me because they seem to be half in the program and half out. One foot out the door as they say. 

That's a scary and dangerous place to be. 
 

When people who have gone out come back in (those who make it back in, that is), they all tell a familiar story: "I 

drifted away. First I stopped working with a sponsor, then I stopped taking commitments, then I went to less and 

less meetings. Before I knew it, I had a cold beer (or glass of wine) in my hand." And their stories all go downhill 

from there. 
  

I was taught early on in my recovery that I needed to stay in the middle of the pack. The lion called alcoholism 

picks off the outside stragglers, but I'm safe if I stay in the middle. Today I still arrive early to meetings and speak 

to newcomers. I sit at the very front of meetings so I'm not distracted, and I take on commitments so I'm forced to 

show up even when I think I don't need to. Because of this I feel I'm in the middle, and I feel much better there 

than on the edge. I hope you do, too. 

Recovery Ride 
1st Saturday of Every Month 
Sponsored by Club Recovery 
Ride from Club Recovery to  

another sober club for an AA 
meeting and stopping for lunch 
afterwards before return to the 
Club. Motorcycles, cars, truck 

and any vehicle that can do the 
speed limit are welcome. 

Sunday Cookouts 
The Sunday cookouts which 
were held every Sunday, will 
now be held once a month. 

Which Sunday and the menu 
are still being planned. More 
information will be coming.  

Proceeds from this event help 
pay the TV, Internet and Phone 

Cable bill. 
Watch for flyers. 



is the colour of Ireland, of mysterious 

deeds, of an awakening earth, of the mist that lies in 

the hollows foretelling the coming of spring, of the 

shoots whose green colour deepens as they stretch to-

ward the sun. Green is a verdant countryside and the 

colour of the finest season of the year - it is no wonder 

that wearing a bit of it wards off bad luck!  
 

The shillelagh is brought to us by the Dagda, good god 

of the Tuatha de Dannan. Literally the "staff of life" 

the club had phallic abilities of mythic proportion as 

well as the ability to bring the dead to life.  
 

The crock of gold, beloved of the wee folk, has ancient 

origins as well. The Dagda, though possessed of a 

"Cauldron of Abundance" likely gained his magical 

pot from an earlier goddess such as Cerridwen, the 

Great Mother. The cauldron unites the four elements - 

fire, the green herbs of earth, water and air - to form 

the womb of the Goddess and surely there can be no 

richer vessel than that.  
 

Beloved of the Druids, Cerridwen's gold was the lore 

and knowledge of that priestly class. But the Druid's 

trafficked in more than wisdom and vanishing gold 

reminds us of the trade routes they governed on which 

Irish gold was carried from Ireland to Britain. Gone, 

but never forgotten, desired, but just out of reach.  
 

The leprechaun belongs to a wider realm of Other-

worldly beings. Leprechauns are solitary and appar-

ently always male. They are rather stuffy and when 

considered in their traditional, non-commercial form, 

can be quite foul-mouthed. Some of their attributes, 

like a red beard and quality leisure time spent on a 

toadstool seem to be borrowings from European or 

Germanic folklore. Nonetheless, their relatives, the 

fairy folk are all we have left of the old Gods, the 

Tuatha de Dannan, and we're proud to count them as 

friends.  
 

The saint for whom the day is named was born Ma-

gonus Sccatus. Kidnapped from southwestern Britain, 

he was made a slave in Ireland for six years. Upon his 

escape he returned to Britain and was later christened 

"Patricus."  
 

Late in life, around age 40, he capitulated to the inner 

voice that directed him to return to the land of his cap-

tivity. Upon returning to Ireland he joined the Chris-

tian missionary effort then in place and lived out his 

life there.  
 

The legends and lore of St. Patrick make good fables, 

but they bear no resemblance to the actual life and 

mission of Patricus. Meant to inspire, these florid sto-

ries of driving away hags and druids detract from the 

meaningful and still timely message to be found in a 

hard-lived life of deprivation, faith and conviction.  
 

Whether your fancy runs to shamrocks, the emergence 

of spring or the heroic life of a mortal man, St. Pat-

rick's Day has something for everyone. Enjoy!  
 

SEE YOU AT THE 

DINNER  

MARCH 15th 

From page 1 

The Wheel of Karma  
 

     To get off the wheel of Karma, we must make a rare and  
courageous choice: to give back  something  

different than we have received.  
Jesus underscored that when he asked us to love  

our enemies. Of course, loving our enemies  
doesn't mean that they will choose to love us. It just means  

that we offer them opportunities to choose love.  

Whether they do or not is up to them.     
 

by Paul Ferrini www.paulferrini.com 
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     A man got really drunk one night in his local pub. The barman refused to serve him any more alcohol and told 

him he should be heading home. The man thought this was a good idea so he stood up to 

leave but fell over straight away. He tried to stand up again but only fell over again. He 

thought if only he could get outside and get some fresh air he'd be grand. So he crawled 

outside then tried to stand up and fell over again. In the end after falling over lots more he 

decided to crawl home.  

     When he got back to his house he pulled himself up using the door handle but as soon 

as he let go he fell over again. He had to crawl up the stairs and managed to fall over onto 

the bed and fell asleep.  

     When he finally woke up the next morning his wife asked him what he was doing at the pub last night. He de-

nied it but she said, "I know you were there..." ( he maintained his innocence until -)"...the barman rang to say you 

forgot your wheelchair --- Again.."                                                                                              Submitted by Bill K 

Three guys were sitting in a biker bar. A man came in, already drunk, sat down at the bar and ordered a drink. The 

man looked around and saw the 3 men sitting at a corner table. He got up, staggered to the table, leaned over, 

looked the biggest one in the face and said, "I went by your grandma's house and I saw her in the hallway, buck 

naked. 

Man, she is fine!" The biker looked at him and didn't say a word. His buddies were confused, because he was a 

bad ass, and would fight at he drop of a hat. The drunk leaned on the table again and said, "I got it on with your 

grandma and she is good, the best I ever had!" The biker still said nothing. His buddies were starting to get mad. 

The drunk leaned on the table again and said, "I'll tell you something else boy, your grandma liked it!" The biker 

stood up, took the drunk by the shoulder and said, "Damn it, Grandpa, you're drunk! Go home!" 

     The other night I was invited out for a night with "the girls." I told my husband that I would be home by mid-

night. "I promise!" Well, the hours passed and the margaritas went down way too easy. Around 3 a.m., a bit 

blitzed, I headed for home.  Just as I got in the door, the cuckoo clock in the hall started up and cuckooed 3 times. 

Quickly realizing my husband would probably wake up, I cuckooed another 9 times.I was really proud of myself 

for coming up with such a quick-witted solution (even when totally smashed), in order to escape a p ossible con-

flict with him. 

     The next morning my husband asked me what time I got in, and I told him midnight. He didn't seem disturbed 

at all. (Whew! Got away with that one!). Then he said, "We need a new cuckoo clock." When I asked him why, he 

said, "Well, last night our clock cuckooed 3 times, then said, "Oh, crap," cuckooed 4 more times, cleared its 

throat, cuckooed another 3 times, giggled, cuckooed twice more, and then tripped over the cat and farted." 

A mother was teaching his child about the side-effects of alcohol. 

She gets two short glasses, filling one with water and the other with whiskey. 

She says "I want you to see this." 

She puts a worm in the water, and it swims around. 

She puts a worm in the whiskey, and the worm dies immediately. 

She then says, feeling that she has made her point clear, "what do you have to say about this experiment?" 

The child responds by saying: "If I drink whiskey, I won't get worms!" 

One sunny day in Ireland, two men were sitting in a pub, drinking some Guinness, when one turns to the other and 

says "You see that man over there? He looks just like me! I think I'm gonna go over there and talk to him." So, he 

goes over to the man and taps him on the shoulder. "Excuse me sir," he starts, "but I noticed you look just like 

me!" The second man turns around and says "Yeah, I noticed the same thing, where you from?", 

"I'm from Dublin", second man stunned says, "Me too! What street do you live on?", 

 McCarthy street", second man replies, "Me too! What number is it?", the first man announces, "162", second man 

shocked says, "Me too! What are your parents names?", first man replies, "Connor and Shannon", second man 

awestruck says, "Mine too! This is unbelievable!" So, they buy some more Guinness and they're talking some 

more when the bartenders change shifts. The new bartender comes in and goes up to the other bartender and asks 

"What's new today?" "Oh, the Murphy twins are drunk again." 



DISCLAIMER: Club Recovery News is a monthly publication of Club Recovery Inc. It is about, by and for members or anyone in recovery from any addiction. Opinions 
expressed herein are not to be attributed to Club Recovery. Publication of an article does not imply endorsement by Club Recovery News. 

Page  6 

MEETINGS AT MEETINGS AT   

CLUB RECOVERY:     CLUB RECOVERY:       
   

SUNDAY:    5:15pm—Meditation Group 

   6:00pm—Women’s Serenity Group—AA—CD 

                    6:00pm—First Thought Wrong Group—AA—OD 

   7:30pm—Save Our Selves Group (SOS)—NA—OD 

MONDAY:    6:00pm—Resentment Group—AA—OD 

   6:00pm—Al-Anon 

TUESDAY:  12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s—AA—OD 

   5:00pm—Overeaters Anonymous—OA 

      6:00pm—Resentment Group—AA—OD 

   8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp, Candlelight—AA 

WEDNESDAY:    6:00pm—Resentment Group—AA—OD 

THURSDAY:  12:00pm—Resentment Grp—As Bill See’s It—AA—O 

   6:00pm—Resentment Group—AA  

                         8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp, Beginner’s—AA                       

FRIDAY:  12:00pm—Sober Nooner’s—AA—OD 

        6:00pm—Living Sober with a Resentment—AA—O 

   6:00pm—Spiritual Meeting 

   9:30pm—Candle Light Meeting—NA 

SATURDAY:  10:00am—Easy Does It—AA  

                          6:00pm—Resentment Group—AA 

        8:00pm—First Thought Wrong Grp—AA—OD 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
 
Floral City Group 
 Reese  ................................................. 13 
 Butch P ............................................... 12 
 Joe F  ................................................. 12 
 Wayne ................................................ 12 

Resentment Group 
   Ed M (Big Ed) ..................................... 25
 Charlie T ............................................. 14 

ADVERTISING SUPPORTERS 

FREE Advertising for active  Club 
Recovery members. Some examples: 
handyman, auto mechanic, painter, 
electrician, housecleaning, yard 
work, tailoring, yard sales, etc. See 
John L, Editor for more information. 

 CANON SLR 

REBEL 8mp 

350D—XT 

Excellent 

With lens, usb, bat-

tery, charger, strap 

& manual $220 

See John L 

 NEW 

NA Meeting 
FRI—9:30 

Club Recovery 
Come join us in the 

celebration. 

 Candle Light 

Everyone  

Welcome 

NARCOTICS 

ANONYMOUS 

 

Spiritual Meeting 
Fri—6:00 

Club Recovery 

Everyone Welcome 

We are presently studying Echart 

Tolle’s book “New Earth” 

 
AL-ANON 
MON—6:00 

Club Recovery 

Everyone  

Welcome 


